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PREFACE 
 

The Two Hearted River in northern Luce County flows through a “wilderness-like” watershed on 
its way from its headwaters at Whorl Lake to the mouth at Lake Superior.  Approximately 44 
percent of the river frontage is state owned with the bulk of the remaining private holdings 
belonging to Cleveland Cliffs Iron Company.  CCI manages its lands for timber products and has 
kept its lands open to public use.  The remaining private lands in individual ownership are 
mainly used for hunting and fishing camps and are in parcels of 40 acres and larger.  There are 
no year-round residences along the river. 
 
The Two Hearted River has excellent brook trout and steelhead trout fishing and provides 
countless hours of recreation for seasonal homeowners and tourists.  Canoeing, hunting and 
fishing, and just relaxing in a wilderness atmosphere attract many people to the area.  As the 
demand for quality recreation increases the natural beauty and wilderness characteristics of the 
area could be destroyed by unregulated land use.  The Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources has studied the Two Hearted River and is recommending it be included in the Natural 
Rivers Program as a Wilderness River, under the authority of Part 305, P.A. 451 of 1994. 
 
This report (1) provides a physical description of the river and surrounding lands; (2) reviews 
values of the river and factors affecting its future nature and use; and (3) provides a plan for the 
protection of the river’s natural qualities and to guide its future use.  The plan is the result of 
joint efforts of the Department of Natural Resources and the Luce County Planning Commission 
and the Luce County Zoning Board. 



 

 


